Amul, NDDB can jointly explore dairy
machinery manufacturing: Amit Shah

‘Dairy processing
still dependent on
imported machines’

RUTAM VORA

Greater Noida, September 13

After having assigned the dairy
major Amul a task to provide a
marketing platform for or-
ganic food products, Union
Minister for Cooperation, Amit
Shah on Monday gave the Gu-
jarat Cooperative Milk Market-
ing Federation Ltd (GCMMF)
and the dairy body, National
Dairy Development Board
(NDDB), a responsibility to
make India self-reliant in dairy
machinery manufacturing.

At the International Dairy
Federation (IDF)'s World Dairy
Summit 2022 here, Shah asked
the co-operative dairy leaders
to consider becoming self-reli-
ant in equipment manufactur-
ing. “We have achieved self-reli-
ance in milk production. But
we are still dependent on im-
ported processing machiner-
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ies for value-added dairy
products. I am fully confident
that NDDB and Amul can
jointly take this up. The NCDC
(National Cooperative Devel-
opment Corporation) has a lot
of funds available, so there is
no issue of finance. If we take
this up, then we would be self-
reliant even in the dairy ma-
chinery production and could
contribute to the world mar-
ket,” said Shah.

Co-operative model

Addressing the IDF-WDS 2022,
Shah also stated that the world
can take examples of co-oper-
ative model in India and apply

it as an alternative economic
models to achieve inclusion
and broader welfare object-
ives. “India’s co-operatives his-
tory is about 120 years old. In-
dia has offered the world an
alternative and yet successful
model to communist model
(which has state-controlled
production), and a market
model (which works on mass
production by corporate).

In India there are about 1.8
crore farmers spread across
two lakh villages of the coun-
try. Most of them are connec-
ted to co-operative dairying
through the model of opera-
tion flood, which was imple-
mented in early 1970s. India’s
annual milk production grew
at a meagre 1 per cent rate,
while a decade following the
operation flood implementa-
tion, this rate grew to 4.6 per
centand and subsequently to 5
per cent. India’s annual
growth rate of milk produc-
tion is about 6 per cent at
present and milk production
of about 210 million tonnes.
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